-T attash a now sonewhat ancient mene from Disk Sommmon, endedy- 
ing on interveting suggestion on the poet norton prosediae. as 
“0a getting Dick's nono mene, I asked that a review be made of HIE's 


ven Indoshina ever the past few years. I now have a selection of 
excerpts fron estimates dating back to December, 1950. 


if one v were te oall ‘out. the ‘most prescient passages, ae would 
maxe the intelligence prresranndte views appear hed have been posi- =. 


tively eleirveyent. 
In 1950, for eens we le collestivelys 


i Snder these clreunstences there is enly a slight 
- ehanee that the French can .ooce Build up an ine 
dependent Masheaparite ae and an _ effective 


peas cnet =: 


in Sgnrough nid1952, the provable extleck in Inde- 
ehina 10 one of gradual deterioration of the... wo8en 
SN Hest tease - 


In 1952, pprils I 


"The French have. passat come és Neliiews that they 
ean no longer achieve a military decision in Indo= | 
@hina ond that the Indochina problem cen only be 
solved within the centext of sone form of over-all 
settlement in the Far aah pears following the 


Korean War,® 


Rr. Sherman Kent, 
: Direeter, Of fice of Wational patina: 
The "central Intelligence igency, 
Washington, De Co 
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“Ia dune, 19531 t.; re — 


Ss "Phe overall French Union ‘oat Cid in Indochina ..o.. will 
_ probably deteriorate during the period ef this estinate . 
ae mi d-1954) 6" 


Bhowd it Cine’ Leniel-Navarre pia fata, socce WO be- 7 

| ated madewligyrAt wmless the US proves willing ta contribute 
the French will in time seek to negotiate 
with the Communists for the best possible term.® 


] eee Gootae could be found, but the pattern is clear. We ou 
the main factors correctly «- the failure of the Bao Dai-French 
‘political experiment, the decline of French will, the importance of 
‘Chinese aid te Viet Minh <= md we drew the correct conelusions, 


eer It-4e' honest to say that we vere overly pessimistic about the 
immediate future in 1950. And in October of 1953, in NIE-99, we 
eave the Laniel-Wavarre plan mich bare! marks than it deserved; 


8t421 and all, ‘the ‘record 1s one that needs few apologies. 


el hese ert gronpcn tip erriet mig fe are 


from a orgy merten | - would. be bot of estimates. If the idea 
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